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It would have been against human nature if they had done
otherwise. All of them thought that this was the time to press for-
ward then* claims for all they were worth, and I venture to sug-
gest again that this very emphasis has defeated the purpose which
I have no doubt it had in view Having received that encourage-
ment, we have failed to arrive at an agreement. I therefore asso-
ciate myself entirely with the view, expressed by Sir Ghimanlal
Setalvad, that it is not this question which is the fulcrum, it is
not this question which is the central fact, but the central fact is the
Constitution-building.

I am quite certain that you did not convene this Round Table
Conference and bring us all six thousand miles away from our
homes and occupations to settle the communal question, but you
convened us, you made deliberate declarations that we were invit-
ed to come here, to share the process of Constitution-building,
and that, before we went away from your hospitable shores, we
should have the certain conviction that we had built up an
honourable and a respectable framework for the freedom of India,
and that it awaited only the imprimatur of the approval of the
House of Commons and the House of Lords

Now, at the present moment, we are face to face with a
wholly different situation, namely, that, because there is no com-
munal settlement agreed to by us, there is to be no building of the
Constitution, and that, as a last resort and as the last touch, you
will announce the policy of His Majesty's Government in connection
with the Constitution and all the matters that may arise from it.
I cannot help feeling that it would be a sorry ending to a Conference
which was brought into being with so much trumpeting and with
so much hope excited in the minds and in the breasts of many
people.

Coming to this document, I accept the thanks that have been
given to me by Sir Hubert Carr. Had it not been for the remarks
that I made when I shouldered that burden, and had not it been
for my utter failure to bring about a solution, Sir Hubert Carr
rightly says he would not have found the very admirable solution
that he has been able, in common with the other minorities, to
present to this Committee for consideration and finally for the
consideration and approval of His Majesty's Government.

I will not deprive Sir Hubert Carr and his associates of the
feeling of satisfaction that evidently actuates them, but, in my opi-
nion, what they have done is to sit by the carcass, and they have
performed the laudable feat of dissecting that carcass.
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